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Beach Poem
“I had a castle made of gold,
1t stood up straight and strong and bold,
With towers tall and square,
Its windows shone with pearly shell,
And in it, by a fairy spell,
1 put a princess fair.

1 was the giant, grim and tall,
That sat upon the castle wall
And watched the foeman strong.
Then, riding on a white sea-horse
With flag of seaweed shinning bright,
A sea prince came along!

He brought an army clad in green,
The biggest wave I've ever seen,

All topped with curling spray!
They battered at my castle door
And 1 fought them; hundreds more came rushing to the fray!
And now, alas!

My castle grand is just a bit of crumbling sand hidden by the sea.
The prince had saved the maiden fair,
I'm quite defeated - I don't care,

I'm going home to tea.”

Author unknown

Glossary
1. A land mass made of sand, not rock

2. Remains

3. Sand hills
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‘Why does the author describe the child in the poem like a ‘giant, grim and tall'’?

‘What natural event destroyed the sandcastle?

Why do you think the child wasn't upset after his sandcastle was destroyed?

If you made something on the beach, what would you use to make it and what would it
be? Give as much detail as you can.
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All About Beaches

Beach Facts
- Beaches are found along the shorelines of oceans, seas, lakes and rivers.
They are made up of loose pieces of rock, sand, gravel, shingle, pebbles
or sometimes shells and coral.

-+ Depending on the type of particles that makes up the sand, beaches
can appear white, grey, gold-yellow, brown, red or even black!

« Fraser Island off the coast of Queensland, Australia, is the largest
sand island" in the world and it has a beach 120km long.

il

How Are Beaches Made?

Beaches are made when waves deposit sand and other sediment? onto the
shore and wind pushes these materials inland. This creates an area of sand.
particles, sometimes with dunes? behind it. The size and shape of a beach
can change throughout its lifetime, as tides, weather, winds, and man-made
objects nearby can affect its shape and size. Changes are monitored carefully
to record how and where the biggest variations take place, as any alteration
can affect homes and businesses.

Why Do Beaches Look Different?
Every beach looks different depending on what it is made from and the weather
and tides that affect it. Over the page are some things that make beaches look
different.
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Rocks and
pebbles

These are usually worn away by
the sea to look round and smooth.
Pebble beaches are steeper than
sandy beaches.

Sand

The colour of the sand depends on
the colour of the rocks that are worn
into tiny grains. In New Zealand,
there are black sand beaches and

in the Falkland Islands, there is red
sand on some beaches.

Shells and coral

In some parts of the world, there
are lots of shells and pieces of coral
‘amongst the sand. People like to
collect unusual shells from these
beaches.

Sea glass

‘Some beaches have worn glass
‘amongst the grains of sand. People
like to collect these colourful pieces.

Rubbish

‘Some beaches are covered in rubbish
after each high tide. This isn't good
for wildlife and it doesn't look
attractive.

sand patterns

Depending on tides, wind and other
factors, the sand can appear in
patterns, ridges and channels.

Spring tides

‘Spring tides occur when the sun and
moon are directly in line with the
earth and their gravitational pulls
reinforce each other. This can result
in very high and damaging tides.
They happen all year round - not

just in springtime.
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. List as many materials as you can find that make up beaches.

. Where could you find the largest sand island in the world? What makes it different to a

more usual island?

. Find and copy a word that means tiny pieces of something.

. How could the changing shape of a beach affect homes and businesses? Give as much

detail as you can in your answer.
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Depending on tides, wind and other
factors, the sand can appear in
patterns, ridges and channels.

Spring tides

The colour of the sand depends on
the colour of the rocks that are worn
into tiny grains. In New Zealand
there are black sand beaches and in
the Falkland Island there is red sand
on some beaches.

Rubbish

In some parts of the world, there
are lots of shells and pieces of coral
‘amongst the sand. People like to
collect unusual shells from these
beaches.

Sea glass

These are usually worn away by
the sea to look round and smooth.
Pebble beaches are steeper than.
sandy beaches.
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5. Some of the facts from the table are missing. Locate and copy the correct information
to complete the table accurately.
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6. Find and copy a phrase that describes the force that creates the spring tide.




