Year 8 RS Showcase:

Who killed Jesus? (and other work!)
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God'’s Plan

| think that the solidity of God'’s plan was the most important cause of Jesus’
death.

God had decided even before Jesus was born that his death would take
place. In fact, that was the reason he sent Jesus to Earth in the first place. It
was all part of a meticulously thought-out plan which (Christians believe)
was for Jesus to die in order for sinful humans to be forgiven. This point of
view also leaves room for the main cause of Jesus’ death to be humans and
their sins, but God chose for his son to die, which was his decision. Christians
believe that God can do anything he puts his mind to, so all the other factors
of Jesus’ death would have been insignificant should God have decided that
Jesus would die.

| think this is the most important cause because God is a divine being, so
human beings would have had no effect on his plan. In fact, they unwittingly
sealed it in stone. God knew the weakness of Pilate and used it, he knew the
greed of Judas and used it, he knew the hunger for revenge of the crowd and
used it, he knew the hatred of the religious leaders and used it, he even
knew the obedience of the soldiers and used it. All the actions of the other
factors were known and used by God, which makes God the main cause for
Jesus’ death.
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| think that God's Plan was the most important cause of
Jesus' death. Christians believe that everything happens
the way God intends: He sent Jesus, his only son, to Earth
so he could die and pay for our sins. The actions of God's
plan are inevitable and this means that Jesus had to die
in one way or another and it could not be avoided. This is
the most important cause of Jesus' death because even
if everything leading up to his crucifixion had happened
differently, he would still have died as it was part of God's
plan.

In my opinion, the role of the soldiers was the least
Important cause of Jesus' death. Even though the soldiers
were the ones who found, arrested and crucified Jesus,
they had very little choice in their actions as they wanted
to keep their jobs. This is the least important reason
because the soldiers were only doing their jolbbs and had
no say in what they were doing and could not go against
orders if they wanted 1o stay alive and keep their jobs.
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An Extract from
Daisy’s Viewpoint

| think that God’s plan was the most important cause of Jesus’
death because God sent Jesus to this world to die.

| think this because God put Jesus on this earth so that he could
sacrifice himself to save his followers’ sins. Jesus was a willing
part of this plan and he knew he was going to die.




Task 5C Produce a bar graph to show WHO KILLED JESUS.
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] . ,
LlZZ|e S WOrk | think that the weakness of the Pilate is also especially important in
Jesus’ death.

| think this because even though he had his own beliefs that Jesus was
innocent he still followed the religious leaders. He could have stopped it
and he had the chance to go against the leaders and free Jesus, but he
did not. He handed him over and let him die just because he wanted o
stop the riofing and wanted the support of the religious leaders for
himself.

| think tThat the fact that he had the chance fo save him makes the Pilate
one of the main reasons for the death of Jesus.
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I think that God was the most responsible, as he had planned it all along. Without him planning it, it
may not have happened. Judas was the next most responsible, as he was the one that started the
chain of events that led to Jesus getting killed. | think he is the second most important, as without
him, Jesus would not have been arrested, the crowd and religious leaders would not have been at
the trial, and Pontius Pilate would not have made the decision to release Barabbas. The religious
leaders are third, because they caused the crowd to make Pilate release Barabbas instead of lesus,
sealing his fate. Pilate comes next, as he was the one that gave the order to execute him, but he is
below the others because he followed the crowd who in turn followed the religious leaders. The
crowd and the soldiers are both joint bottom, as the crowd were being weak willed and followed the
religious leaders in order to keep their respect or honour, and the soldiers had to follow orders

otherwise they may have been executed as well,
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A Graph to show the people being responsible for Jesus'
death:

Louisa’s Viewpoint

| think that God was the most important cause of Jesus’ death.

| think this is because in the story, Jesus knew that he would die and
Christians believe that God sent Jesus to Earth to save us from our sins
by dying on the cross.

| think this is the most important cause of Jesus’ death because God is
more powerful than anything so he could make Jesus die or save him
from dying.

The people who are second most responsible for Jesus' death are the
Religious Leaders because they influenced the crowd to want to make
Jesus be crucified, therefore Pilate wanted to make the Emperor happy
and not cause a riot from the crowd, so he had to tell the soldiers to
crucify Jesus.

However, God is more responsible for Jesus' death than the Religious
Leaders because he planned it to happen, and the Religious Leaders just
influenced people to kill him.

| put the soldiers as the least responsible for Jesus' death because they
were told what to do and it was their job. They can't refuse to do their job
otherwise they would lose their job and earn no money. They couldn't
protest to not kill Jesus, so they carried on with their job.

Judas wasn't really responsible for Jesus' death because if he hadn't given
away where Jesus was, the soldiers would still have found him anyway
and if it was God's plan, he would have found a way of making Jesus die
intheend.
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| think this is the most important cause of Jesus’ death because they used
their power to persuade the crowd and Pilate that Jesus should be
crucified, even though he has done nothing wrong. If the religious people
hadn't stirred up the crowd, then Pilate would not have made the decision

to release Barabbas instead of Jesus.

The soldiers did what they were told to do and that is their job, so going
against it would mean they could be crucified as well. They had no choice,
whether they want or don't want him killed, because they worked for the
emperor they had to obey him and his decisions.
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| think God is the most important cause of Jesus’ death because he made it
that Jesus was only to be put on Earth to die. This means no matter who
wanted him alive or dead or whatever anyone did to send him to his death,
his death was set in stone by one person. That person is God. However God
is not the only one responsible for Jesus' death. We are also responsible for
his death. God didn't just send Jesus to Earth to die for little reason but
instead, he was put on Earth to teach us about God and what he is like and
most importantly his death was to save us from our sin. This makes us
somewhat responsible for his death because it was all to save us and
nothing else.



