MFA Linklater Teaching Practice
(Voice & Theatre Arts)

Applicants for the MFA Linklater Teaching Practice (Voice & Theatre Arts) course must fill in an application form.  When you submit your online application, you will be asked to supply a personal statement and tell us about your interest in the course, previous experience of professional theatre, and/or undergraduate actor training programme or equivalent.  Please also outline your previous experience with the Linklater Voice Method, including names of Designated Linklater Teachers you’ve studied with.

Upon receipt of your application, you will be contacted to participate in an online audition and interview.  Prior to your audition, you will also be asked to submit a ten-minute video of you leading yourself through a section of the Linklater Voice Method warm-up. Choose one section, as outlined in Kristin Linklater’s book Freeing the Natural Voice. The video should be filmed in landscape, so that we may see the work expressed through your body. The video does not need to be of professional quality – smart phone technology will be entirely sufficient.  Please contact the Programme Leaders if you need further guidance on choosing a section, and please make sure that you choose a section that will allow us to hear your voice, even if it is only on touches of sound, sighs, humming, etc. 

On the day of your online Audition/Interview, you will present two pieces ‘live’ in the virtual audition space; one contemporary and one classical.  We will then invite you to sing an unaccompanied verse and chorus from a song that you feel comfortable with. 

· Classical speech (2-3 minutes in length):  This piece may be, but does not need to be, from Shakespeare.  It may be from a play by another Elizabethan or Jacobean playwright, or from the classical dramatic literature of another culture, for example.  The piece should contain elements of character, imagery, rhythm and poetry, allowing you to demonstrate how you handle classical text, incorporating an expressive use of voice.  You may choose to present your piece in a language other than English.  If you do so, we request that you provide us with an English translation prior to your audition.
· A contemporary speech (2-3 minutes in length):  This speech may either be from a play or a piece of rhetorical speech from real life, i.e. a political speech.  Dramatic texts may be self-penned.
· A song (unaccompanied verse and chorus of any chosen song):  Please choose a song that is within your range. You are not being judged on the quality of your singing voice; we simply want to hear it. 

Immediately after the audition, applicants will be invited to interview.   

Interview: 
The panel will explore a range of issues in their interview with you, but there will also be fixed questioning directives: 
· How would you describe the place and relevance of voice work in actor training? 
The answer to this question should reveal your current thinking about voice work, and your level of engagement with it to date. 

· How do you see yourself as a cultural field worker? 
The answer to this question should detail your interest in the applied theatre aspect of the programme. 

· What impact do you believe your engagement in this programme will have upon yourself, your work, and others?
The answer to this question should detail your interest in the actor training element of this programme. 

· Please describe a successful rehearsal you have participated in. 
The answer to this question should detail your interest in the pedagogical element of the programme, with particular relation to the notion of an actor-teacher. 
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