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Annual General Meeting 
 

Unconfirmed minutes of the 70th Annual General Meeting of the College held on 26 

January 2023 

    

Present: 

Jennifer Sims (Chair)  

Professor Mary Oliver (Acting Principal) 

Sud Basu 

Chris Chappell 

Rogan Dixon 

Anni Domingo 

Vivien Goodwin 

Caroline Jenkins (Staff Governor) 

George Littlejohn (Vice-Chair) 

Dr Brian Lobel (Staff Governor) 

Hassan Mahamdallie 

Janet Smith 

Professor Steven Spier 

Bronwyn Teasdale (Student Governor) 

Mike Whittaker 

  

In attendance:  

Joseph Lowe – Director of Finance and Operations 

Jim Benson – Secretary 

Angela Taylor – Academic Registrar. 

 

1. Apologies for Absence  

 

1.1 These were received from Sarah Howard and Jess Verri (Student Governor). 

 

1.2 Sud Basu, Chris Chappell, Bronwyn Teasdale (Student Governor) and Mike Whittaker 

were welcomed to their first meeting. 

 

2. Conflict of interest declarations and confidentiality 

 

It was noted that the Secretary had a standing declaration due to his appointment at the 

University of East London. 

 

3. Minutes of the 69th Annual General Meeting held on 20 January 2022 

 

These had been circulated with the agenda and were agreed as a correct record of the 

meeting. 

 



4. Matters Arising from the Minutes 

 

There were no matters arising as all actions had been attended to.   

 

5. Annual Report and Financial Statements for the year ended 31 July 2022 

 

5.1 It was reported that it had not been possible to present the final version of the Annual 

Report and Financial Statements to the Audit Committee prior to being submitted to the 

AGM.  The Secretary confirmed that the process normally required these to be recommended 

for approval via the Audit Committee.  It was noted that there had not been time to convene 

a meeting of Audit Committee prior to the deadline for submitting the Annual Report and 

Financial Statements to the OfS. The Deputy Chair confirmed that he had spoken with the 

Chair of the Audit Committee who stated that while the situation was not  ideal he had agreed 

that, under the circumstances, the AGM should proceed to consider the Annual Report and 

Financial Statements.  The Secretary advised that Audit Committee had seen a draft version of 

the Annual Report and Financial Statements and the finalised version had been sent to them 

prior to the AGM taking place.   

 

5.2  The Chair advised that the External Auditor had confirmed that the College was a 

Going Concern for the next 12 months but asked the Board to note that this was subject to 

certain caveats and contingent on the College taking mitigating actions. The Director of 

Finance and Operations stated that undertaking the work with the External Auditors up until a 

few days ago meant that it was not possible to convene a meeting of Audit Committee but 

added that the External Auditors were aware of this deviation from procedure.  He asked that 

any further comments on the Annual Report and Financial Statements be submitted to him by 

29 January 2023. 

 

5.3  The Chair of F&GP Committee stated that the money from the OfS had effectively 

bought the College some time to deal with the mitigating actions highlighted by the External 

Auditors.  He added that progress needed to be made against the targets identified over the 

next six months, including those relating to student recruitment, in order for the College to 

demonstrate it was financially sustainable in the long term.  

 

5.4 The Board agreed to adopt the Annual Report and Financial Statements for the year 

ending 31 July 2022 and approved them for submission to the OfS. 

 

5.5 The Acting Principal advised that action was being taken by the Task and Finish Groups 

to ensure clarity on what needed to be achieved to achieve financial stability.  She assured the 

Student Representative that although the situation is critical there are plans in place to deal 

with it.  The Student Representative acknowledged this and stated that she was assured the 

SLT was taking the necessary action to address the financial issues the College faces. 

 

 



6. Annual Report and Financial Statements for the year ended 31 July 2022 for Rose Bruford 

(International) Ltd 

 

6.1  The Director of Finance and Operations stated that Rose Bruford (International) Ltd 

had been dormant in the earlier part of 2021/22 but had recently appointed new Directors 

and registered for PAYE so was required to submit the statutory return to Companies House.  

He added that Rose Bruford (International) Ltd would soon be registered for VAT and its 

finances would be reported with the College’s Management Accounts. 

 

6.2  The Annual Report and Financial Statements for the year ended 31 July 2022 for Rose 

Bruford (International) Ltd were adopted and approved for submission to Companies House. 

 

7. Letter of Representation 

 

7.1  The Board agreed that the Chair could sign the Letter of Representation.  The Deputy 

Chair advised that the Chair of Audit Committee was content that the Letter of 

Representation reflected the undertakings that had been made. 

 

8. Any other business 

 

There was none 

  

Minute Action Person(s) 

Responsible 

5.2 Submit any further comments 

on the Annual Report and 

Financial Statements to the 

Director of Finance and 

Operations by 29 January 2023. 

The Board 

5.4 Submit the Annual Report and 

Financial Statements for the 

year ending 31 July 2022  to the 

OfS by 1 February 2022 

Director of Finance 

and Operations 

6.2 Submit the Annual Report and 

Financial Statements for the 

year ended 31 July 2022 for 

Rose Bruford (International) Ltd 

to Companies House 

Director of Finance 

and Operations 

7.1 Sign the Letter of 

Representation 

Chair 

 

 

 


