
23 - 25 February 2023
Barn Theatre

Joe Turner’s 
Come and Gone
by August Wilson



A Boarding House in the Hill District of Pittsburgh. Late Summer. 1911.

The play was first staged in 1984 at the Eugene O’Neill Theater Center in Connecticut, and opened on 
Broadway in March 1988.

August Wilson (1945 - 2005) is one of the most important voices in the history of American theatre. Born 
Frederick August Kittel in 1945 to a white German-American father and an African American mother, Wilson took 
his mother’s name in the early 1970s. He grew up in Pittsburgh’s ethnically diverse Hill District, where he began 
writing poetry, before developing his playwriting in St. Paul, Minnesota. Wilson regarded the production of his 
early play Jitney in 1979 as the start of his career in the theatre. Over the next 20 years he would win dozens of 
awards, including two Pulitzer Prizes for his ‘Century Cycle’: a play for each decade of the 20 Century African-
American experience. Joe Turner’s Come and Gone is set in the second decade of that cycle. Other works 
include the recently filmed Fences and Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom. Wilson died at the tragically early age of 60 
in 2005, the same year the 1,000 seat Virginia Theatre on Broadway was renamed in his honour.
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 This production contains language that might be offensive to some. Recommended for ages 14+ 
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