


A portfolio tells us who you are as a creative person. It is 
a collection of work, or work in progress which shows us 
how you see the world and how you express yourself.

We look at portfolios as part of our admissions process to give 
us an idea of your skills and understand a bit more about your 
experience so far. They are really useful talking points if there is 
an interview as part of your admissions process. 

When putting your portfolio together focus on quality over 
quantity. Be selective about what to include and avoid repetition; 
we would recommended no more than 10 examples of your work. 
Try to group your work together around themes or ideas.

Ensure that your work is clearly laid out and easy to look through. 
We receive and view a variety of portfolios, and whether you 
are currently involved in creative studies or not, we will look for 
the potential in your work. The work you include can be formal 
projects from within your educational setting, or personal work 
done in your own time so don’t worry if you aren’t currently 
studying in the area you are applying to.

Here are the things we are looking for in a portfolio, although of course, 
the content and criteria will vary depending on your subject of interest:

• How you generate and develop your ideas.
• Your experimental approach to different projects.
• Your passion for the subject – what inspires you.
• Your willingness to explore, develop and realise ideas.
• Innovative thinking and creative problem-solving skills.

We really like to see your work in progress, and things which didn’t go to 
plan, or changed mid-project. These stages of your work show us how 
you develop your ideas and creativity.



For all programmes
Use your portfolio to show us things you’ve been involved in that 
showcase the skills you’ll be developing during your studies. You can 
include personal projects, coursework, activities and hobbies that 
demonstrate any of these skills:

Creativity
Making, inventing, problem-solving.

Organisation & collaboration
Ability to work in a team with other people, 
showing responsibility and delivering on a project.

Communication
How you explain your thoughts and ideas, in writing, 
through drawings or plans, as a video or audio recording.

Reflection and learning
Show us how you develop your ideas, experiment, adapt, 
make improvements, learn from your mistakes.

Scenic Arts and Costume Production
Please include examples of practical work relevant to the course 
you are applying to, for example sewing or dress-making, painting, 
construction, 3D art.

Design Portfolios
Drawing
Your digital portfolio needs to demonstrate drawing 
skills in a broad sense, this could include life drawing.

Sketchbooks
Try to show how you research and utilise imagery 
and a concept to develop ideas through experimentation. 

Projects
Showing how you respond to a brief, through research 
and development all the way to a final outcome.

Construction
We like to see evidence that you enjoy designing and using 
materials, a couple of photographs of items or installations 
you have made is helpful. 

Scan the QR code to view all 
of our undergraduate courses.

For any additional advice or support with collating your 
portfolio please contact studentrecruitment@bruford.ac.uk 
and we will be happy to help!



• Take the highest quality images you can of your work, most smart 
phone cameras will have a high enough resolution 

• Good lighting is really important, try to photograph your work in 
front of a window to provide bright natural lighting without shadows 
or distorted colours. The flash on your phone may be too bright! 

• Make sure any photographs of your work are taken at the best angle 
to showcase all aspects of it – decide if landscape or portrait is best 
for the image so there is no wasted space in your photograph 

• It’s best to place your work against a plain background when 
photographing it so that it’s easy to see and there is nothing 
distracting from the work 

• When scanning your work make sure you choose a high-quality 
resolution and large file size to ensure it is not compressed or 
distorted 

• Make sure it’s clear what your work is and some of the techniques 
used to create it. You may want to include a short 10-20 word 
description of each piece 

• Please submit your digital portfolio as a multi-page single PDF file

• Files need to be compressed or zipped and not exceed 1GB in size 
and submitted using a link our admissions team will send to you 

• For moving images such as animation or video please use mp4, 
MOV or AVI format 

• All work needs to be saved in one folder and labelled with your 
name, UCAS number and the name of the course you have 

         applied for




