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Programme Specification 
 
 
The following information for students, adapted from QAA guidance to students in understanding 
programmes, prefaces all Rose Bruford College programme specifications. 
 

Programme specifications focus on single programmes of study (or courses), and 
outline the intended knowledge, understanding, skills and attributes of a student 
completing that course. A programme specification also gives details of teaching and 
assessment methods as well as linking the course to the framework for Higher 
Education qualifications and any subsequent professional qualification and career 
path.  
 
Programme specifications form one part of a set of different types of documents about 
a programme and its components, which include prospectus, programme handbook, 
module specifications and information on websites.  The Programme Specification is 
published on the College’s website. 
 
There may be concern that 'specifying' what a student will have learnt at the end of 
the course or programme might inhibit innovation within that course. For this reason it 
is important not to see programme specifications as 'tick lists'. They offer broad 
indications of the types of things students might be expected to learn and the types of 
skills and abilities they might be expected to gain. 
 
 

The College norm is to address the student directly and in all programme and module 
specifications, the second person is used. 
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Award Programme Title Duration Mode of study 

Post-
graduate 
Certificate 

Learning and Teaching in 
Higher Education: Theatre 
and Performing Arts 

12 months or 24 months Blended learning, over 
the course of one or two 
years, part time 

 
 

Institution Rose Bruford College 

School School of DMTA 

Awarding Institution Rose Bruford College 

External Examiner Jamie Mackay, Royal Conservatoire of Scotland 

Programme Accreditation HEA/Advance HE 

Relevant QAA benchmark(s) N/A 

 
 

2. Aims of the Programme  

The programme is primarily for full and part-time teachers and those who support learning 

in higher education. The programme is work-based and flexible, drawing on participants’ 

experience as learners and teachers both within and outside the college and 

contextualising this professional practice within a reflective pedagogic framework.  

Students attend six face-to-face study days during the programme and are required to 

utilise selected online resources and to engage regularly in the discussions via the 

College’s Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) between sessions.  

The programme is composed of two modules of study. PGC701 is entitled Reflecting on 

Theory and Practice and PGC702, Evaluation and Enhancement.  

Successful completion of PGC701 provides a route to be recognised as an Associate 

Fellow of the Higher Education Academy (Descriptor 1 of UKPSF) Successful completion 

of both PGC701 and PGC702 provides a route to be recognised as a Fellow of the Higher 

Education Academy (Descriptor 2 of UKPSF). 

The programme aims to: 
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1. support you in extending your understanding of course design and the processes 

of learning, teaching and assessment through a study of pedagogical theory and 

practice; 

2. foster a critically reflective approach to the pedagogy of your discipline/s; 

3. help you to demonstrate a commitment to the Scholarship of Teaching and 

Learning (SoTL); 

4. enable you to use your conceptual understanding to enhance your professional 

practice as a supporter of learning; 

5. enable you to demonstrate your understanding of, and engagement with, the UK 

Professional Standards Framework (UKPSF); 

 

3. Programme intended learning outcomes  
             

Your success on the Programme will be assessed on the extent to which you: 

LO1 apply contemporary pedagogical theory in relation to learning and teaching 

in theatre and the performing arts and utilise appropriate methods for 

teaching and learning in the subject area;  

LO2 demonstrate your engagement with the UK Professional Standards 

Framework; 

LO3 demonstrate a critically reflective approach to professional practice; 

LO4 evidence a commitment to independent scholarship; 

LO5 demonstrate your application of the theoretical principles involved in course 

design, project planning and assessment; 

LO6 Evaluate the outcomes of a research project drawing on contemporary 

pedagogic research and principles to inform current and potential 

professional responsibilities. 

 
 

4. The structure of the programme 

The PGCLTHE comprises two modules (see the grid below) that may be taken over the 

course of one year or two. 

Programme modules and credits: 
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Module code Module title Credits ETCs Study 
hours 

PGC701 Reflecting on Theory and 
Practice 

30 15 300 

PGC702 Evaluation and Enhancement 30 15 300 

 60 30 600 

 

Indicative programme schedule (the schedule may vary for operational reasons): 

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct 

PGC701 (always taken in the first 
year) 

PGC702 (either taken after PGC701 if on the 
one-year option, or in the second year if on 

the two-year option) 

 

5. Learning and teaching 

 Learning and teaching methods will include group seminars, online discussion and 

engagement with a variety of online resources, together with required and 

recommended reading, tutorials – face to face or online – teaching observations, 

participation in learning groups, and self-directed participation in scholarly 

conferences and professional development activities. 

 Research workshops and tutorial feedback will underpin the action research project. 

 

6. Assessment 

1. The summative assessment for PGC701 comprises a two-part Portfolio Submission 

(80%) with evidence of engagement with pedagogic discussion on the programme’s 

virtual learning environment. (20%) 

2. The summative assessment for PGC702 comprises a Portfolio Submission (80%) 

with evidence of progress reports and critical feedback to fellow students on the 

programme’s virtual learning environment (20%) 

 

7. Student induction, support and development  

The College’s experience in teaching postgraduate students has informed the support 

systems which have been instituted to assist you and other postgraduate students through 

your studies. 
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An induction event is arranged at the Sidcup campus at the beginning of the academic year 

at which you are introduced to the teaching team, to the campus, and to the librarian and 

programme administrator. 

The  Programme Leader has responsibility for leading the programme and for your 

academic and professional development with the support of programme administration. You 

will be encouraged to discuss module-related issues with your tutor. 

At the start of your studies, you will be introduced to the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) 

where you can find a course outline and module specifications and briefs. The module 

specifications detail the syllabus, teaching and learning arrangements, assessment 

requirements with clearly articulated assessment criteria. 

Student representation from the programme will be sought in order to participate in a 

number of appropriate committees, ranging from the Programme Committee to the School 

Board and various other College-wide panels and committees.  

The services available within the College’s Student Services include general, health and 

financial advice, accommodation options, counselling, study abroad programmes and a 

range of support for disabled students. 

At the programme level: 

 You receive Programme Documentation at Registration; 

 Each module throughout the programme is introduced with a briefing by the 

Programme Leader; 

 Peer learning and mentoring are intrinsic to the programme’s learning and teaching 

strategy; 

 You will receive written or oral feedback (in person or online) on all assessment tasks 

and will be encouraged to reflect on practice to help you identify future learning 

goals. 

At the College level: 

 Welfare advice and counselling is available to all students. 

 A Specialist Support and Equality Officer is available. (You are contacted at the 

admissions stage and invited to disclose any disabilities/medical conditions); 

 Dyslexia and general study support are available; 

 At key points during the programme, you will discuss your personal and professional 

development with a programme tutor, and plan future action; 
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 You will be introduced to the Learning Resources Centre at induction, and receive 

both targeted and ongoing research skills and information literacy instruction and 

support during the remainder of your programme; 

 Ongoing academic support is available through the specialist Academic Support 

Team, and through online support materials; 

 

8. Curriculum map of modules against programme intended learning outcomes 

 

Learning Outcome LO1 LO2 LO3 LO4 LO5 LO6 

PGC701 Reflecting on Theory and Practice X X X X   

PGC702 Evaluation and Enhancement X X   X X 

 

9. Criteria for Admission 

 
9.1 Applications 
 

Applications for the PGCLTHE are made directly to the College. 

Any applicant wishing to join a postgraduate taught degree programme at Rose Bruford 

College should satisfy or expect to meet the College’s general requirements for entry 

outlined in our postgraduate degree regulations. 

Those who wish to apply for the programme need to have a first degree and be working as a 

teacher or supporting learning in the higher education disciplines of theatre, dance, drama, 

music, digital and performing arts. 

 
9.2 Selection 

Selection is by written application and may also include a telephone interview. The process 

is designed to ascertain whether the applicant will benefit from the programme and whether 

the applicant is likely to be able to meet demands of the programme. Applications will 

normally be considered by the Programme Leader, or another experienced member of 

academic staff familiar with the programme. 

 

9.3 Additional requirements for non-UK/EU applicants 

 All teaching and examination is carried out in English and consequently competence 

in written and spoken English is a requirement. Non-EU/UK applicants are required 
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to hold an IELTS1 with an overall minimum score of 6.5 with a minimum of 6.0 in 

each component. 

 To comply with UK immigration legislation, successful non-UK/EU candidates will be 

required to be in receipt of a Tier 4 visa, (or such documentation required by the UK 

Government in force at the time), before they can commence their studies. 

 
10. Progression and Assessment Regulations 

 

 Achievement of the award is on a pass/fail basis 
 

 To qualify for the award of the PGCLTHE, students must achieve a pass mark in both 
modules PGC701 and PGC702 of the programme. 

 
Please refer to the College Postgraduate Academic Regulations. 
 
 

11. Mechanism for Programme Revision 

 
Please refer to the College Academic Monitoring and Review Overview and associated 
documents 
 

Date of original production: April 2010 

Date of current version: This update, July 2020 

 

                                                

1 IELTS (International English Language Testing System) is now the only Secure English language Test (SELT) recognised by 
UK Visas and Immigration for student requiring a Tier 4 visa. 


